[VII:7 A] 


[B] 


[L] “Caravans of Dedanites”— is this the way for cousins to act? For 
when Ishmael was thirsty was, “To the thirsty bring water’ not the 
case? 


[M] [For so it says]: “Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of 
water; [and she went, and filled the skin with water, and gave the 
lad a drink]” (Gen. 21:19). 


[N] /t was not because of your goodness that they came to you, “For 
they have fled from the swords (Is. 21:15).” 


[O] “From the drawn sword” (Is. 21:15) — since they did not want to 
keep the years of release. 


[P] That is in line with the verse that follows: 


[Q] “But the seventh year you shall let it rest and lie fallow, [that the 
poor of your people may eat; and what they leave the wild beasts 
may eat. You shall do likewise with your vineyard and with your 
olive orchard]” (Ex. 23:11). 


[R] “From the bent bow” (Is. 21:15) — For they did not want to 
observe the Sabbaths. 


[S] That is in line with what is written: 


[T] “In those days I saw in Judah men treading wine presses on the 
Sabbath [and bringing in heaps of grain and loading them on asses; 
and also wine, grapes, figs and all kinds of burdens, which they 
brought into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day; and I warned them on 
the day when they sold food]” (Neh. 13:15). 


[U] “And from the press of battle” (Is. 21:15) — It was because of the 
weight of the war, for they had not wanted to engage in the 
struggles of the Torah. 


[V] That is in Line with what is written: 


[W] “Wherefore it is said in the Book of the Wars of the Lord, “‘Waheb 
in Suphah, and the valleys of the Amon]’” (Num. 21:14). 


Said R. Yohanan, “Between Gabbath and Antipatris there were sixty 
myriads of townships. The smallest among them was Beth Shemesh. 


“As itis written: ‘And he slew some of the men of Bethshemesh, 
because they looked into the ark of the Lord; [he slow seventy men of 
them, and the people mourned because the Lord had made a great 
slaughter among the people]’ (I Sam. 6:19). 


